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CONEIDENTIAL VIENNA 9175 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PEOR, PBOR, UN, AU 

SUBJECT: LOS: POSSIBLE EEEORT INVITE PRG TO PARTICIPATE 
IN LAW OE SEA CONEERENCE 

REF: STATE 216882 

1. POLITICAL COUNSELOR, IN MEETING WITH FOREIGN 
OEFICE CHIEF OF POLITICAL DEPARTMENT RUDOLE STEINER 
NOVEMBER 6, EXPRESSED GREAT CONCERN OE USG OVER 
POSSIBILTY THAT PROVISIONAL REVOLUTIONARY GOVERN- 
MENT OE RPUBLIC OE SOUTH VIETNAM (PRG) MIGHT BE 
INVITED IN NEAR EUTURE BY UNGA TO ATTEND LOS CONEERENCE. 

2. DRAWING ON POINTS CONTAINED REFTEL, HE PARTICULARLY 
STRESSED LINE OF ARGUMENTATION THAT PRG IS NOT A 
STATE BUT POLITICAL GROUP AND THAT ANY INVITATION TO 

PRG TO LOS CONFERENCE WOULD CREATEDANGEROUS PRECEDENT 
CONEIDENTIAL 
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WHICH WOULD OPEN POSSIBILITY OP ALL KINDS OF INTER- 
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FERENCE IN INTERNAL AFEAIRS OF SMALLER COUNTRIES 
BY MINORITY POLITICAL OPPOSITIONAL GROUPS ABLE TO 
GARNER SUPPORT FROM ABROAD. HE ALSO NOTED THAT 
AUSTRIA, WHICH VIEWS UN AS IMPORTANT ELEMENT OF 
ITS FOREIGN POLICY, SHOULD BE INTERESTED IN 
STRENGTHENING AUTHORITY OF UN BY OPPOSING ACTIONS 
WHICH, IT WOULD SEEM, CAN ONLY CONTRIBUTE TO 
DISILLUSIONMENT IN SOME QUARTERS REGARDING LONG- 
TERM VIABILITY OF UN. 

3. STEINER SAID HE CLEARLY UNDERSTOOD US POSITION 
ON ISSUE BUT INDICATED THAT GOA HAS TENTATIELY 
TAKEN POSITION TO ABSTAIN ON ITEM, IE IT COMES 

UP IN UNGA. AT SUCH TIME AUSTRIAN REPRESENTA- 
TIVE PREPARED TO EXPLAIN AUSTRIAN ABSTENTION AS 
BEING BASED ON GOA'S DESIRE TO AVOID TAKING SIDES 
ON CONTROVERISAL ISSUE IN VIEW OF FACT AUSTRIA 
IS SERIUSLY BEING CONSIDERED AS SITE FOR ONE STAGE OE 
LOS CONEERENCE. 

4. STEINER SAID US DEMARCHE WOULD RESULT IN 
HIGH-LEVEL REVIEW OF AUSTRIAN POSITION BUT HE DID 
NOT VOLUNTEER AS TO WHAT MIGHT BE POSSIBLE OUT- 
COME OE SUCH RFEX AMINATTON.HI JMES 
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